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It is with regret that | noted the most recent newslet-
ter of the organization &4 (Feb 2014) that included a
letter written by an inmate from Shek Pik Prison. In the said
letter and sharing, Ho Yuk Wun, the writer of the letter,
mentions me and shares who he had always believed that
when | left Hong Kong in 2007 for a sabbatical it was
because | was under pressure from an organization,
obviously referring to Kun Sun. | have always been aware
that such a rumor existed and | had heard it from various
sides. | always strongly denied that such a pressure or even
conflict with Kun Sun existed and | consistently stressed
when encountering such rumors that the co-workers of
Kun Sun, in particular the General Secretary Rev Pun and |
work together in deep mutual respect and mutual appre-
ciation. However, | realize now that many inmates simply
thought that when | denied such conflict it was simply in
order to protect Kun Sun and it only happened as a form of
politeness. When | met Ho Yuk Wun today and was shown
his testimonial letter, | most strongly expressed that the
rumor to which he referred was absolutely wrong and
lacked any substance. | trust that he now may believe me.

As persons experienced in prison ministry all this is not
really shocking. We know that prisons are like small villages
where rumors spread easily and are difficult to eradicate. We
also know that many inmates are used to think in a frame-
work of conflict and power struggle. The isolation of impris-
onment also fosters a culture of credulity. Taking this into
account, | am not really disappointed about Ho Yuk Wun's
misjudgement. | am, however, deeply disappointed that the
editors of the newsletter of 7 # included this obviously
erroneous and misleading statement in printed form. As a
result, the newsletter appears to use an inmate and some-
how even myself to put the Hong Kong Christian Kun Sun
Assaciation into a negative light. | found such indirect
badmouthing by a Christian organization deeply disturbing
and | am disappointed that the editors of the newsletter of

5 # failed to pay greater attention to their editorial respon-
sibility. | find that such expression is dividing the body of
Christ and gives a negative testimony of the fellowship that
we enjoy in Jesus Christ. | am surprised that the editors of
the newsletter did not show better understanding of the
dynamics of imprisonment and appeared unable to distin-
guish facts from rumors and instead repeat baseless rumors.
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